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CHAIRMAN'S NOTES Maurice Foster 

Plans fo r the Group's celebration of the centenary of George 
Forrest's first visit to Yunnan in 1904 are nearing comple tio n. 

T hese include a seminar at Vincent Square on April 7 ( the 
second day of the spring show). De tails of the programme 

arc o n Page 4. We have an o utstanding group of contributors 
who arc foremost autho rities in the ir field and it should be a 

day to remember for all interested in plants and p lant 
exploration. A foretaste of what will be o n offer at the 

seminar will be featured in the Yearbook next Janua ry with 

a rticles by Sir Peter Hutchison and Jim Gardiner. T ickets for 

the day will be £ 15 and attendance limited to 150 so early 

applicatio n is advised o n 020 7821 3408. 

Teel Brabin, Chairman of the NW Branch based a l Ness, is 

organising a G roup stand in the hall displaying some o f 
Forrcst's introductions a nd a selectio n of the most no table 

hybrids that grace our gardens today. While the garden a t 
Ness has an exte nsive collection of Forrest plants tha nks to 

the patronage of A.K.Bulley, if you feel you have plants or 

material to contribute to the stand please sec Ted's note o n 

I~ 4 (Help Required) and let him know as soon as possible 
how you may be able to help. We will need as wide a choice 

o f pla nt mate rial as possible in order to ensure the highest 
quality for display. There is no shortage o f cho ice. Fo rrest 

collected and documented over 3 1,000 specimens, not to 

men tion the many garden-worthy hybrids that derive from 

his introduct ions. 

Linked to the plants on display at Vincent Square there is 

a lso an exhibition of archive documents and pictures in the 
Lindley Library available for viewing during the show. A 

furthe r display of archive and hcrbarium specime ns will be 

arranged at Wisley. 

At the same time, major gardens across the country are 

partic ipating by setting up George Forrest plant 'Trails' for 
visitors to see in cultivation a selection of his introductions, 

some from his original seed collectio ns. Some are planning 

conducted tours a nd special leaflets with background 

information on the plants. At the time of writing we have 

Ness, T he Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh, Wisley, Borde 

Hill , Cae rhays, High Beeches, Exbury and Wakehurst 
planning to part icipate. with others expressing interest. 

cu11ti1111cd u11 page 2 

Rhododc11dm11 cdgcworthii 

A George Forrest introduction. 
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Do keep an eye open for our publicity lo see what is planned 

in the various gardens featuring trails. Incidenta lly, if any 

membe rs have private gardens with Forrest collectio ns, 

eithe r species or hybrids and would be happy to open them 

for say a couple of clays, we would be del ighted to hear from 

you. It would be a valuable contributio n to the project. 

Gcorgc Fortcst wrote many le tte rs and his plant 

documentation was extensive but unlike Wilson o r Kingdon­

Ward he wrote no books describing his travels. He died 

suddenly in the fie ld in Yunnan while o ut shooting and thus 

e njoyed no le isure ly pe riod of retire ment in which to write . 

I le pe rhaps as a result does not feature in the public eye 

quite as promine ntly but he must surely rank with Wilson as 

our greatest collector in China. I hope o ur celebrations next 

year will prove to be some small tribute to his work and 

recognise the debt owed to him one hundred years o n by all 

those who e njoy his plants. 

In praise of the mulch 

Driving up to lhc midlands via the home counties in mid­

Scptembe r. almost all the pasture was the samc sere yellow as 

recently harvested ccrcal fie lds. Evaporatio n levels fo llowing 

record temperatures and drying winds had been cxccssively 

high. It was claimed by Philip Ede n in the Sunday Telegraph 

that evaporation rates in Junc in for example the Vale o f York 

arc 65 times hig her than on a typical January clay. 

Evaporation rates. like rainfall are measured in millimetres or 

inches and he wen t on to point out that in the Ho me Counties 

evapora tio n ranges from 2mm in December and .January to 

just over 100mm in June and July. Even in an average summer 

the moisture deficit is significant and after the recent pe riod 

o f heal and drought ii is damaging in the extreme . The 

evaporation of moisture from prolonged contact be tween 

moving warm d ry air and bare soil can be rectified by 

irrigation but if for any reason this is 1101 practicable, then 

mulching is no longer optional, but essential. This season has 

convinced me that woody plant gardening in the south and 

east without mulching cannot succeed. It is especially true or 

young o r recently installed plants. The difference in growth 

and appearance betwee n the mulchcd plant insulated from 

excessive evaporation a nd its fellow growing in bake d, 

cracked bare earth is too painful lo contemplate ... 

EDITOR'S NOTES Jo hn Rawling 

The R. yakushimmmm Trials at Wisley (Bulle tin 82) 

I have to advise members that the elates for the Woody Pla nt 

Trials Sub-committee to assess this Trial a re not ye t fixed, but 

a re like ly to be during May 2004 - see the March Bulletin. 

My sincere apologies lo a ny me mbe r who was disappointed 

by be ing unable lo jo in the Magnol ia Socie ty tour to New 

Zea land. The invitation was listed in the previous two issues, 

but unfortunately by the time the details were published in 

the .July issue, the to ur was full. 
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Visiting New Zealand? 

Kathryn Millar, the Preside nt o f the New Zealand 

Rhododendron Association is always pleased to hear from 

members who arc planning a visit to New Ze aland. She holds 

a list of gardens to visit, both public and private ones, some 

of which you might not o therwise be able to visit. The list is 

available by e-mail: wcndrum@ paradise.ne t.nz 

Tony Weston writes: Erratum - The Garden (October) 

Due to my failure to vet the script of an article in 771e Garden 

entit led '"Rhododendrons as nature inte nde d" by Tim 

Longville with sufficie nt care, those of you who read the 

article will havc noticed an unfortunate e rror o n page 776 

column 2, where the lodcri hybrids are stated to be derived 

from crosses be tween R.grijfirhim111111 and R.a11ric11/atw11. 

Whereas, of course, the la tte r sho uld have read R.fortunei. 

I still need your letters, 1·cpm·ts from branches, articles ctc, 

to keep the members up to date! So, please send me your 

copy for the March Bulletin by 21st February 200..J. Articles 

and letters etc. arc preferred by E-mail or on disc. 

Please send to: .John Rawling, Hem Bulletin Editor, 

The Spinney, Station Road, Woldingham. Surrey, CR3 7DD. 

Tel. & Fax: 01883 653341 or E-mail: j1:eye@ virgin.net. 

Ca,nellias fro,n the purest 
white to the richest red. 

CAMELLIA GROVE 
GOOD RANGE OF HYBRIDS & SPECIES. 

AUTUMN A N D SPRING FLOWERING FORMS 

LARGE COLLECTION OF SPECIMEN PLANTS 

MAIL ORDER, PLANT CENTRE & EXPORT 

SEND 2 X 1 ST STAMPS FOR AVAILABILITY LIST 

WE ARE OPEN BY APPOINTMENT ONLY FOR OUR 

UNDIVIDED ATTENTION & ADVICE. 

Tel: 01403 891143 Fax 891336 
MARKET GARDEN. CYDER FARM.LOWER BEEDING. 

HORSHAM. W.SUSSEX RH 13 6PP. 

E MAIL: CGRCMG@HORTIC.COM 
ONLINE ORDERING AT: 

WWW.CAMELLIA-GROVE.COM 



OBITUARIES 

Ted Millais 
Died 2 August 2003, aged 85. 

Ted Millais was the youngest grandson of the Pre-Raphaelite 

painter, Sir John Everett Millais. Howeve r it was his uncle, 

the Victorian naturalist J .G .Millais, and author of the great 2 
volume edition on Rhododendrons dated 1917 ai1d 1924 who 

inspired a nd kindled Ted's li fe lo ng interest Ill 

Rhododendrons from a young age. 

In 1969 Ted deve loped his lo ng-standing hobby of 

rhododendrons into Millais Nurseries. 

With the gradual opening up of China to visitors during the 

I 980's, Ted was amongst the first Westerners to follow in the 
foo tsteps of the great plant-hunters such as Forest, Kingdon­
Ward and Rock. Among Ted's more interesting introductions 

were late forms o f R. a ugustinii, July flowering decorum, 

denudatum , glanduli fe rum, huianum, irroratum var. 

ningyuenense and ochraceum. 

In 1987 Ted was awarded the Royal Ho rticultura l Society's 

Loder Cup in recognition of the value of his work with 
Rhododendrons, and in 1988 he was invited onto the RHS 

Rhododendron and Camellia Committee where he served 

until 1999. 

We offer over 450 species of grafted Magnolias. 
Among these are some of the latest hybrid 
Magnol ias and selected clones of Magnolia 
species. 

Our full list of Magnolias, Camellias and 
Wisterias is available on request. 

Plants are despatched as one- or two-year grafts 
and in accordance with import regulations. 

EISENHUT NURSERIES - SPECIALISTS IN MAGNOLIAS 

CH6575 San Nazzaro/Ticino SWITZERLAND 

Tel: +41 91 795 18 67 Fax: +41 91 795 30 29 

Emai l: infoeisenhut@bluewin.ch 

Internet: www.eisenl1ut.ch - now reworked with many 
more photos of our listed plants 

In personal life, Ted and Romy formed a very close fam ily 

with their 4 sons and a daughter. He was a Churchwarden at 

St. Mary's Frensham, and loved fishi ng in Scotland. whe re he 

would return most years. 
DaFid Millais 

TOURS Valerie Archibold 

The Group Spring Tour of Gardens in West 
Scotland - 25th to 30th April 2004 

Me mbers will gather in time for dinner on 25th April, at the 

Com modore Amethyst Hotel, He lensborough (Argyll & 

Bute). 

26th April. The first garden to be visited is Glenarn at Rue, 
the home of Mr & Mrs Thornley. A wonderful garden, 

continually being extended and improved. Mrs Thornley has 

ve1y kindly offered to provide a light lunch. 

Then on to Ardkinglas House, Cairndow, the home of Mr 

S.J .Noble. The informal gardens of 5 acres contain 

magnificent azaleas, trees and other shrubs. Adjacent is 

Ardkinglas Woodland Garden which contains one of 
Britain's finest collection of conife rs and a spectacular 

display of rhododendrons. We proceed to Creggans Inn for 

two nights stay. This looks over the water of Loch Fyne. 

27th April. We spend the clay at the Younger Botanic 
Gardens, llenmore (the specialist garden of the Royal 
Botanic Garde n, Edinburgh ), world famous for its 

magnificent conifers and and extensive range of flowering 
trees and shrubs as well as its collection of some 250 

rhododendrons. We also hope to visit nearby Eckford 
Garden developed in the 1930's after the family gave 

Benmore to the nation. The climate and shelter he re make 

for the most luxuriant growth (rhododendrons growing in the 

fissures of large trees). 

28th April. We leave Creggans Inn and travel to Crcrae, a 

famous garden which we last visited in 1998, but since the n it 

has been taken over by a Trust and further plantings have 
been made. It's main feature is a glen which has been planted 

over many years with rhododendrons, magnolias, 

embothriums and azaleas. Waterfalls are a feature of the 

garden. 

After lunch en route, we motor to Arduaine, Kihnelford 
(National Trust for Scotland) . T his garde n is o n a 

promontory bounded by Loch Melfort and Asknish Bay on 
the Sound of Jura. It was or iginally developed by the Wright 
brothers who are responsible for its outstanding beauty and 

its wonderful collection o f rhodode ndrons a nd magno lias, all 

inte rspersed with a series of ponds and watercourses. We stay 

at Loch Melfort Hotel for the next two nights. 

29th April. We drive to Ard-Daraich Hill Garden & Nursery, 
belonging to Lady Edith Maclaren, but the nursery and 

gardens are managed by her son Norrie Maclaren. This a 
private garden, set o n a hillside with wonderful views and a 
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rich assortment of many different interesting plantings. Mr 

Macla re n has kindly offe red us refreshme nts during our visit. 

Later we drive to Druimavuic House owned by Mr & Mrs 

Ncwinan Burberry. This has a stream, wall and woodland 

gardens with lovely views over Loch Creran. The re arc spring 

bulbs, rhododendrons, azaleas, primulas, meconopsis and a 

wide varie ty of plants from around the world. A fter this visit 

we return to Loch Me lfort whe re there will be ano ther 
chance to see around Arduaine. 

On the 30th, we leave for Hele nsburgh a nd our cars, and fo r 

those who wish, another night at the Commodore Hotel. 

The cost will be around £450, more for me mbers requiring 

single rooms, inclusive except for d rinks a t the bar. 

For those members interested in jo ining the tour please 

contact the O rganiser: Valerie Archibold 
at Starveacrc, Dalwood, E. Devon, EX 13 71-IH. 
E-mail: starvcacrc@tesco.net or Tel: 01404 881221. 

SPECIAL EVENTS - 2004 

Date: 

Venue: 

Time: 

Cost: 

George Forrest Centenary Seminar 

2004 mai·ks the centenary of George Forrest's 
first visit to Yunnan. 

7 April 2004 

RHS Con ference Centre, 

Lawre nce Hall , G reycoat St, London SW I 

I O.OOam • 4.00pm 

£ I 5, including coffee and tea. 

A progra mme o f lectures T he Group has arranged, to 

celebra te an event of major horticultural significa nce. Forrest 

collected and documented over 30,000 specime ns from what 

botanically is China's richest province. I !is contribution to 

the genus rhodode ndron is unique in quantity and quality. 

His came llia and magno lia introductions have had a major 

impact on the conte mporary garden, particularly through the 

hybrid races de rived from the m a nd his many o the r 

introductions of woody, herbaceous, bulbous and alpine 

pla nts are to be found in every plantsman 's garde n. Our 

contributors are fore most authorities in the ir field and it 

should he a day to reme mbe r for all intcn.:sled in plants and 
plant explo ration. 

The Programme 

Forrest made seven visits to SW China between 1904 and 

1932, all privately sponsored by individuals o r syndicates. 

Dr Brenda McLean, who is writing a life of Forrest, will set 

the scene o f the man and his patrons for the specialist plant 
presenta tions tha t follow. 

T he first o f these is a selective account o f Forrest's most 

significant rhodode ndron species a nd the ir hybrids by 
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Sir Peter Hutchison, himself a much travelled plant hunter in 

W China and an authority on both Forrest and the genus 
rhododendron. 

By contrast there we re comparatively few Camellia 

introductions, but their tremendous impact on garde ns 

today, pa rticularly through the C.x will iamsii hybrids. will be 

t raced by John Gallagher, a fo under mem ber of the 

Internationa l Came ll ia Society and a me mber o f RHS 

committee B. 

The a fternoon session will open with Jim Gardine1; former 

President of the Magnolia Society joining us from Wisley to 

describe Forrest's magnolia introductions and assess the 

value of the ir forms and hybrids in contributing to the rece nt 
rise in popularity of this spectacular genus. 

Forrest was a me ticulous coll ector and m issed li t tle. 

Primul as were second only to rhodode nd rons in his 

inventory, not to mention gentians, a lpines, bulbous plants 

a nd many shrubs and trees. Dr Chris Grey-Wilson, botanist 

edito r of the Plantsman and the AGS Bulletin, will end the 

clay with his selection of some of the most significant 

introductions of Forrest 's 'othe r' plants. 

There will be plenty of time for questio ns a ft er each paper. 

During the lunch period and at the end of the afternoon 

the re will be an opportunity to vis it a Forrest plant display in 

the hall and a n exhibition of a rchive material in the Lindley 

library. The day's presenta tions will also be lin ked to a series 

of Forrest ·Plant Trails· in major gardens across the country. 

To book your ticket just phone 020 7821 3408 

HELP REQUIRED! 

Ted Brabin writes: 
Forrest Centenary April 6/7 2004 

Please can I include a pica for he lp in the Bulle tin, 

particularly with regard to specime ns, along the li nes 
outl ined below? 

Fo llowing on from our Cha irman's no tes. I agreed (rashly'?) 
that. our local North West England & North Wales Branch 
would stage an exhibit next April, at Vincent Sq. to 
commemorate the centenary of Forrcst's first expedition to 
Yunnan. This was apposite, as we arc based at Ness Gardens, 

which started as the home and garden o f Arthur Bulley. It was 

he who e mployed Forrest, a nd later Kingdon Ward, Cooper, 

Comber and Farre r, to go a nd d iscover pla nts for him. With 

the exception of Comber, all his other collecto rs searched in 
China, Burma, Tibet and north east India . Paul Cook, 

Curator at Ness, has kindly o ffe red his help with the exhibit. 

The question then a rose as to what exactly Forrest sent 

home. The amazing answer was over 3 1, I 00 specimens, many 

of which were different examples of the same species. A slow 

count (from W.J. Bean, vol.111 ) of his Rhododendron species, 

showed tha t he had e ithe r discovered, in t rod uced or 

d iscovered and introduced, I 07 species, ranging fro m 

aberconwayi to zalcucum . It is difficult to give a precise 

numbe r for the hybrids derived from his species but one 



source mentions 155. These include 'Carmen', 'Chink', 

'Chorcmia', 'Elizabeth', ·Fabia', ' H awk C rest', ' Lionel's 

Triumph', 'May Day', 'Tally Ho', 'Vulcan', 'White Glory' and 

' Yellow Hammer'. 

Thankfully, the Camellia discoveries and introductions were 

fewer. Bean mentions five, (viz. pitardii, reticulaw "wild type", 

saluenensis, taliensis and tsaii). I have not tried to count the 

hybrids between C.saluenensis and C.japonicu but 

"Donation" is known to thousands, around the world. 

Fortunately Forrcst's Magnolia discoveries were also few in 

number. if magnificent in nowcr, including M. camphellii 
11101/icomatu and cv. 'Lanarth', M. glohosa, the evergreen 

M. nitida, described by Bean as " in foliage the finest Magnolia 

cultivated in Britain". The last species is M. rostrata. 

My origina l intention in writing this summary was to seek 

help from gardens with Forrest materia l, whethe r wild origin 

or not. With the vagaries of British weather only the 

Almighty knows what the climate will be next spring and I am 

not sure that His fo1ward planning extends that far. Put 

another way, it is impossible to guarantee an adequacy of 
flowers from up here and any help from anywhere else would 

be much appreciated. 

Many Forrest Rhododendrons arc worthy of exhibi t for their 

foliage a lone, including Rh. hureavii, edgeworthii, /eptothriw11, 

111allot11111, protist11111 giga11te11111 and si11ogrande, to name but 

six. There should be no d ifficulty with these . It wi ll be 

flowering specimens that may cause difficulty. 

I was intending to include a full list of Forrest's species and a 

la rger list of his hybrids but this would have filled the Bullet in 

and more. I have the details at home but unlike that in "The 

Mikado", it is not a little list and I am sure some of them 

would be missed. Those witho ut interest ing foliage and not in 

flower may safely be excluded. II is a re lief to me to realise 

that most of his he rbaceous discoveries will sti ll be dormant. 

If you think you may have some suitable specimens, which 

look as if they will be in flower for 617th April next and could 

bring them to Vincent Square, I would be delighted if you 

could contact me. At present I do not know precise details of 

when we will be putting the exhibit toge ther but should be 

belier in formed al'lcr the Novembe r commillee meeting. 

It would be very satisfying to stage an exhibit which fairly 

reflects Forrest's epic efforts. 

My home 'phone is O 151 353 1193 and address is 

C.E.J.Brnbin, Rosewood, Puddington Village, Neston, 

CH64 SSS. (Sorry, not on Email.) 

CAMELLIAS Jenni fer Trehane 

Notes 011 Camellia oleifera 

In Britain there's recycl ing and there's more recycling; paper, 

cans, bottles ... you name it. A ll good for the environment of 

course. 

In China it's camellias; or to be more specific Camellia 
oleifcra. its original wild distribution has become confused as 

it has been cultivated " in the wild" and latterly in del iberately 

planted fields for hundreds of years. With its ability to grow 

in many different climates a nd soil conditions, and to 

regularly produce an abundant supply of fruit with seeds 

conta ining a high percentage of o il, suitable for cooking and 

cosmetic use, C. oleifera was identified as being an excellent 

crop to grow. Now, things have changed. 

C11111e/lia o/eifcra in I long Kong Jennifer Trehane 

Travelling in Yunnan, Sichuan and Hunan provinces in March 

2000 we saw acres and acres (sony, I should say hectares). of 

oi l seed rape; many of the valley fl oors were a sea of pungent 

yellow flowers, where in the past ii was all winter wheat and 

beans. Oil seed rape is now a main source of oil for cooking 

so camellia oi l production has, to all intents and purposes, had 

its clay. Plantations arc no longer required, but the trees are 

no t just dug up and used for firewood; they are given a new 

lease of life as stock plants for the nursery trade, and provide 

a useful source of income for their owners. 

C. oleifera grows into a shrub or small tree sometimes 

reaching 7 meters in height, and, although it has very 

attractive, scented white flowers in mid-late autumn this is 

not sufficie nt reason for the booming Chinese nursery trade 

to keep them. Their customers like colour, especially red, 

and large, fu ll. flowers. We visited several nurseries in Hunan 

Province and were amazed to sec tall C. oleifera trees. with 

massive root systems wrapped in sacking, held vertically by 

wooden props and guy ropes from their trunks. Some, al the 

huge Bojia nursery complex ( 1200 acres of it), had the ir 

trunks bound in what looked like sisal rope, which was, we 

were to ld, there to give some protection from severe win ter 

weather. All had their branches cut back to varying degrees 

and we could sec small clusters o f shoots growing from many 

of them. T hese were where scions of various varieties of 

o rnamental C. japonica had been grafted onto them and we 

we re told that these trees, when allowed another year or two 

in the nursery, were much in demand as st reel trees in the 

many rapidly evolving new city developme nts all over China. 
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Grafts onto C.olei/i:ra .Jennife r Trehane 

T his year, 2003, we visited Jinhua City in Zhejiang Province 

for the ICS Congress and one of the first places we were taken 

to was a brand new Camellia Culture Garden. Sure enough, 

there were dozens of large camellia trees covered in flower 

and giving a re latively mature loo k to the Park. Instead o f 

having their trunks protected by ropes they were covered with 

sphagnum moss he ld in place by string or wire. This time we 

unde rstood that the bark of newly planted C. oleifcra tends to 

dry out and crack in the warm dry climate of winter and early 

Spring in this area and the sphagnum is kept damp with water 

as needed. The trees certainly looked marvellous. 

Here, in England we appreciate the hardiness of the species, 
and the simple white fl owers, with the ir sasanqua-like scent 

in mid-autumn, and make the most o f the rather open habit 

of the bushes by training them against a wall. Its a Chinese 

species which is o fte n confused with C. sasanqua and the re is 

ongoing confusion with the Japanese .1·asam1ua ' Narumi­

gata', but that's another sto ry ..... 

Kunming Reticulatas - The Group Collection 

The Group's collection of Camellia reticulata for planting a t 

Abbotsbury Subtropical Garde ns in Dorset is ne aring 

completio n, for planting in Spring 2005. 

MAGNOLIAS John Rawling 

The Magnolia Society New Zealand Tour. 

The Magnolia Socie ty International ra ised some 36 members 

and partners from around the world (50% from the UK) for 

an exte nsive tour of both North a nd South Islands o f New 

Zealand in September. T he group gathered in Auckland, 

arriving via Los Angeles, Australia, Singapore and via Brazil 

( 11 of the total arc also m~mbe rs o f this Group)! 

We saw an outstanding collectio n of Magnolias, Came llias 

(particularly ret icula tas) and early rhododendrons. 

(i 

The timing was perfect for seeing most of the magnolias in 

full flower, many just beginning to ·go over' in the far north, 

perfect in the south of the North Island and just coming into 

flowe r in the South Island. Many of the most important 

garde ns in New Z ealand were visited in o nly 18 days - and 

encompassing private gardens, growers and hybrid isers and 

comme rcial nurseries, many with their own garde ns, a long 

the way! An altogether exciting and busy trip! 

It was quite a shock to arrive 'down under' 111 thei r early 

Spring, leaving the prolo nged heatwave in the UK and into 

cool "early March UK temperatures" with ra in. However, we 

were quite lucky with the weather, a ltho ugh the New 

Z ealande rs complained that it had been a poor Winter a nd 

Spring so far. 

I shall not list the highlights of e ach garde n in turn, but give 

you my personal impressio ns of ou tstanding plants which 

attracted me on the tour. I a m certainly no t an expert in any 

of these three genera, least of a ll in Magnolias, but one o f my 

many reasons for jo ining this trip was to experience and to 

learn, and I did indeed learn a huge amount and met very 

many interesting and delightful individua ls. During our visits, 

I was dclightccl to meet Os. Blumhardt and Mark Jury, both 

of whom were presented with the D. Todd Gresham Award 

of the Magnolia Society by Jim Gardiner, the past President 

of the Magnolia Society (and the group leader). 

Mic/11:llia 11w11diae John Rawling 

My first surprise was the amazing beauty and scent of the 

Michelias which met me on a rrival al many gardens. 

Michelias: 111audiae, doltsopa, .figo, yw11w11e11sis and many 
hybrids including the NZ hybrid 'Velvct'n'Cream', a ll 

growing in the open and with some 11wiu/iae and do!tsopa 
grown to a very large size. 

The bea uty and d iversity of the Magnolias in the gardens and 

nurseries throughout the tour, led many of us with smalle r 

gardens to compile lists of o ur favourites and/or our 'want 

list' should we be lucky eno ugh to have mo re space! My list 

of o utstanding plants includes: 



Of the newer hybrids: 

Magnolia 'Sweetheart' Although pl.mts seen reached 6-8 

metres, a re latively new hybrid with beautiful pink flowers 

without a trace of purple. (A selected seedling raised by Peter 

Cave from 'Cacrhays Belle'). Probably my number one! 

Magnolia ·Red As· John Rawling 

M. 'Red As' (A new hybrid, a distinct reel. with compact 

flowe rs, la rger than 'Vulcan '). 

M. 'Black 'I\1lip' ( Flowers arc a sl ightly riche r and darker 
shade than those I have seen in the UK). 

M. 'Ruth' ('Lanarth' x ·Vulcan· x •Pickarcls Ruby' ) A new 

compact reddish purple from Ia n Baldick, an amateur and 

enthusiastic grower. 

And from the well known hybrids, all superbly g rown, I 

admired 'Star Wars', 'Felix Jury', 'Copeland Court', 

the notable M.'Vukan' (again a richer colour than in the UK) 

a nd or course M.sprengeri 'Diva'. 

Secondly, it was exciting to sec so many rcticulata Camellias 
growing in the open throughout New Zealand. Notable were 

Camellias 'C lifford Parks', 'Valentines Day', ' Purple Gown', 

·Confucius', ' Red Empe ror' e tc. Others camellias include 

' Dreamboa t ' (a sister seedling or 'Water Lily' ), ·our 

Me lissa·, Fairy Blush ' (Jury), the list is almost endless. A real 

feast of blooms. 

The outstanding part of the tour for Rhododendrons, was the 

visit to Pukciti , one of the finest rhododendron gardens in 

the world. I was looking fo1ward to this visit with great 

anticipation, in particular for the very large R. prostis/11111 
KW2 1498 ' Pukciti', grown from seed collected on Kingdon 

Ward's last trip in 1953 (not in flower on my last vis it) . I was 

not disappointed: this very la rge tree was covered in a 

spectacula r d isplay of strong pink blooms above its large 

leaves. A sight not to be missed! In addition, scattered 

around the valleys. were a large number of R.giga11tcum 
seedlings (probably x macabcanum), some having recently 

been named in honour of past and present workers fo r the 

Puke iti Trust. The re were of course very ma ny othe r 

rhododendrons in flower, notably various arborca species 

and many New Zealand hybrids. One of the latter tha t caught 

many membe rs eye throughout the tour, was R. ' Kaponga', a 

glorious heal thy red, (arboreum x ' lvery's Scarlet' , according 

to Salley & G reer) . I also photographed the beautiful yellow 

R.chrysomanicum (R.c/11ysodoro11 x R.burmanicum) and the 

cinnamon-red peeling bark of an old R.cubittii. 

The histo ry, the s ights and the cou ntryside were not 

overlooked on the tour, with visits to the Bay of Isla nds and 

Treaty House, to Rotorua, to Mount Cook and to 

Quee nstown, to the southern lakes a nd Milford Sound (no, 

we d idn' t walk the track) and finally the Yellow eyed 

Pe nguins at Dunedin. 

A glo rious and instructive time with healthy, inte rest ing and 

many rare plants growing in ideal conditions and plentiful 

rainfall. Well worth the long journey and the 'jet lag'. 

LETTERS 

Powdery Mildew 

l agree most heartily with John Rawling that we need more 

information about powdery mildew: an authoritative art icle 

that summa rised current knowledge about the disease would 

be very welcome. 

Three questions occur to me. T he first concerns the means of 

transmission. Mildew on plants is generally very conspicuous, 

but with rhododendrons this is not necessarily the case. We 

had one plant, R.'Lady Chamberla in', where the leaves were 

e ntirely coated with white fungus. on deciduous azaleas 

leaves a patchy white manifestation, and white eruptions on 

the bark of R. barhatum, but numbers of o ther plants have 

de foliated and died without any such manifestation. I 

understand that the white patches are the frui ting bodies o r 

the fungus, but if they do no t appear how docs it spread? 

The next question concerns the variability of experience in 

the re lative susceptibili ty of different species and hybrids. 

Michael Jurgens rates R.'Alison Johnstone' as susceptible. 

and o thers have said the same about ' E lizabeth', but in our 

garden (where we have suffered grievous losses) these two 

hybrids are very heal thy and have been for the last twenty­

five years or so. 

Thirdly, it is said that the mildew fungus comprises a great 

many species, each of which invades a particular species or 

variety of plant. Is this the case wi th powdery mildew in 

rhododendrons, and if so, do these different mildew species 

vary in their virulence? 

.folz11 Lancaster Balcombc Forest, Srrssex 

We read with great inte rest Michael Jurgens· article about 

rhododendron mildew and as our experie nce is rather 

different, I thought you and he might be interested to know 

how we a re affected here. 
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This is an old established garden with rhododendrons of every 

age from I 00 years to the present. There are about 200 

different varieties predominately hybrids, the pH is 4.8 and 

the annual rainfall about 28". although we arc able to irrigate. 

We have mildew, but is not a major proble m. We spray 

affected plants when we spray the roses ( every 2-4 weeks 

depending on conditions) with Nimrod T 

These arc the plants sufficien tly affected to warrant 

spraying:- R. ·Naomi' (var. ·Exhury' worse than v;:!r. 'Glow'), 

R. campanu/atum, R. keysii, R. 'Alison Johnstone', R. ' Peace'. 

R. 'Trewithcn Orange·, R. 'Crest' (not very bad). 

Oddly enough we have a 'Lady Roseberry' growing next to a 

'Peace' which is unaffected. We have old plants of 'Pink 

Pearl' and 'Cynthia' and a youngish plants of R.hemsleya1111111 

which arc also unaffected. 

Regarding Mr Jurge ns final query, Propicanazole is sold 

under the following trade names:-

Barclay Bolt made by Barclay 

Bumper 250 made by Makhteshim 

Landgold propicanazolc 

Tilt 

made by Landgold 

made by Syngenta 

Propicanazole with Tebucanazolc is made by Bayer under the 

name E ndeavour. 

I hope this helpful. 

John Crc.rn-efl 

Powdery Mildew'?'! 

Weaco111be Ho11se. Ta11111011 

Our long drive is lined with R. l11te11m that at one time had 

better Azaleas gra fted on top of them. However, in the spring 

they arc much admired for flower and scent. 

This year. starting in June when they had just finished 

flnwcring, the leaves on about ha lf of them developed a 

heavy covering of mildew. Since then. (end August), many of 

the infected leaves have shrivelled and fallen off. 

The plants themselves appear to be quite healthy with many 

flowe r buds showing for next year. This is definitely not 

Powdery Mildew. which is more IN the leaves. 

I have noticed the same thing on some of our o lder Hardy 

G hent azaleas. 

What is peculiar is not that they have developed this illness 

but that NOT ALL have developed this illness. Perfectly 

green and healthy plants stand right next to very sickly 

looking plants. 

Why should some Lute ums get it and o thers, right next door, 

be immune ? Arc there d ifferent strains and in what ot her 

ways do they differ? I have noticed that some plants colour 

up in the Autumn better than o thers but I can't relate that to 

mildew on the leaves. 

Perhaps someone, more knowledgeable than I, can explain 

this to us. 

Michael . .I. J11rgc11s 
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Silc/1estc1; l?.eadi11g 

A sporting azalea! 

The pictured variation in color patterning on one planl is 

characteristic or many of the Japanese Satsuki azaleas and 

hybrids with Satsuki background. This behaviour was the 

basis ror Robert Gartrell's naming of his Robin Hill hybrid 

'Conve rsation Piece· (the pollen parent of which was 

'Eikan'). If you have a way o r forwarding this note to 

H.V.Gardiner, I would appreciate it. 

D011 Vl!SS Vie1111a, Virginia. USA 

Mr Gardiner's sporting azalea shown in the July Bulletin is 

almost certa inly one of the Satsuki Group. 

I am aware of them being imported into the UK from Japan 

in the early sixties, although they may have been introduced 

some time before this. I know of sixteen named varieties of 

the numerous varieties that apparently exist, parlicularly in 

Japan. They have been skilfully bred lo sport freely (just like 

the plant shown in Mr Gardiner's photo) which makes it 

difficult to propagate any of these cultivars true to type. 

Jn Japan, Satsukis are much prized as container and Bonsai 

p la nts and, well-cared fo r, are very long-lived - up to two or 

three hundred years in some cases. 

I have grown a Satsuki in my Sussex garden (over 800 feet 

above sea level) in a fai rly exposed position and, over about 

fourteen years. has proved complete ly hardy. 

Satsukis, which bloom in June and sometimes into July, are 

slow low growing plants that, along with R.nakaharac and its 

hybrids, arc among the latest flowering eve rgreen azaleas. 

/Jri1111 Wright Crowborough. E. Sussex 

BRANCH REPORTS 

Peak District Branch Dm·id Fames 

Our branch garden tour this year was to visit th ree gardens in 

Leicestersh ire, last visited in 1997. We began in the morning 

with "Stoneywell" the home of Donald & Anne Gimson who 

have gardened there for 50 years. We set off with a short 

introduction and history of the estate by Donald. The garden 

was ablaze with the colour of azaleas a nd plenty of 

rhododendrons, although many had flowered early lhis year. 

We admired ma ny companion plants not often seen in this 

part of the country, because rumour has it that the climate is 

too harsh! The garden is sheltered by an extensive oak 

woodland to the north which allows several of the large 

leaved rhodode ndrons to flourish, notably a 5 metre 

R.si11ogrande which has flowered for several years. Several 
Embothriums were in flower and we noted many other 

interesting plants and trees, including a 6 metre Davidia, a 

fine Stcwartia, a Cri11odendro11 l10okeri, an H alesia, a Styrax, 

a nd numerous Magnolias, with M.de1111data and M.sieboldii 
looking superb. 

We were able to enjoy our picnic lunches sitting in the ir 

garden in fine warm spring sunshine. (sec the photomontagc 

on the back page.) 



We travelled the short distance to view the garden of David 

Ives and his wife. We noted several promising Camellias but 

the two most outstanding plants were a Rosa banksia of 

immense proportions covering the west wall and roof of an 

ou thouse and a Magnolia gra11dijlom covering much of the 

back wall of the house and occluding the windows, in spite of 

threats from the lady of the house to take drastic measures! 

For our third garde n, we visited "Long Close", the home of 

John and Penc Oakland. This 4 acre garden includes 

significan t numbers of the genera of our Group.' Several o f 

the Magnolias have achieved tree-like proportions with 

hypoleuca and kobus the most outstanding. A fine collection 

of o ld Hardy Hybrid rhododendrons, purchased by a previous 

owner from Watercr's display at the Royal Show when it 

visited the county in the late 1930's has grown into a dense 

impenetrable thicket! Many of the flowers could be identified 

easily as they are still popular. but at some stage a delegation 

from our branch will need to visit the Hybrid collection at 

''Ramsier" to try to identi fy the mystery ones. Othe r plants 

noted near the house or on the walls of the courtyard 

included a Sophora tetmptera. a Clenwtis mmandii reaching to 

the eaves, an e normous and heavily flowered Crinode11dro11 
hookeriam1111 against the north wall of the house (we had to 

wonder how the roots had kept away from the footings of the 

house as this is a lime-hating plant if ever there was!) A rarely 

seen climber, Scisandra grandi/lora vm: mbrzflom was sha ring 

the JO foot high north facing wall with an equally vigorous 

Schizophragma i11tcgri{oli11111. There was much else to see but 

we much enjoyed the tea and cakes provided by Pe ne and 
found our visit had extended into the evening. 

Wessex Branch John Dm·id 

On Saturday 5th April members of the Wessex Branch 

visited Abbotshury Subtropical Gardens and we were 

fortu nate in having a bright, sunny clay to sec the full glory of 

the asia tic magnolias in fl ower. Although M. campbellii was 

more or less over, the others were at their peak. The 

rhododendrons were well ahead and the came llias st ill 

covered in bloom. We visited the John Bond Memorial 

Collection of large-leaved rhododendron and saw the many 

inte rest ing new introductions. E lsewhere the re we re 

maddcniis growing and flowe ring fully in the open and these 

with the many ot her exotic plants clearly thriving and 

certainly confirmed the garden's claim to be subtropical. 

Later in the month a visit to members' gardens was 

organised by Rod Wild. This year we visited two gardens in 

Worplesclon. near G uildford. The first was that of Roderick 

& Mary White and it was soon obvious that Roderick is a 

knowledgeable and keen gardener. Although confessing to 

be a rhododendron species man Roderick has the flair to 

place othe r shrubs and herbaceous perennials such that they 

complement each other to produce a satisfying harmony. 

Most of the plants are ' four star· a nd beautifully set out. 

Afterwards we visited Rod & Valerie Wild 's garden. Roel has 

a fine collection of magnolias but sadly the recent frost had 

ruined the flowers o f all except M. 'Gold Star'. They have 

landscaped their garden with great skill and design. Beyond 

a moat, they have created a beautiful lake in what was a flat 

field of clay. Th is area has become an arboretum with many 

choice species such as Maytenus boaria ' Worplesdon '. 

Glyptostrobus li11eat11s and the intriguing Sa/ix capusii from 

central Asia. Valerie's speciality is growing herbaceous plants 

for which she has won many awards and has created 

naturalised plantings of fritillaries and snowdrops. 

Our a nnual show was held rather later than usual on I st June 

and we were fortunate again to be able to hold it at 
'Ramster'. Oddly we had exactly the same number of e ntries 

as last year but their quality was high as usual and Richard 

Thornton, who kindly stepped in at the last minute to judge, 

had an extremely hard task. The lateness of the show meant 

that we had the opportunity to see some of the later 

flowering rhododendrons and that the azaleas were, perhaps, 

a t the ir best. The Kathleen Beadle Shield for the most points 

went to Jim Inskip but the cup awarded for the best single 

exhibit in the show went to Brian Long for his truss of 'Pink 

Pearl'. The chairman's plate for the best three trusses of 

elepidote hybrids went to Lady Adam Gordon for a splendid 

combination of R. 'George Hardy'. R. ' Lord Roberts' and R. 
'Demoiselle' . 

MEMBERSHIP Miranda Gunn 

We are delighted to welcome the following new me mbers: 

UK 
Mr J.Anderson, 

Head Gardener, lnverewe Gardens, Poolewe, Achnasheen. 

Ross-shire IV22 2LD. jxandcrson@ nts.org.uk 

Mrs E .Bowes, (NOR) 

Kirkgate House, Kirkga te Street. Holm Next The Sea, 

Hunstanton, Norfolk, PE36 

Tel. 01 485 525387 

Lady Crossman, (NOR) 

Tetworth Hall, Sandy, Beds. SGL9 21-IU. 

Tel. 01467 650212 

Mr P.J.N.Ellis. 

Rhydog, Ystrad Meurig, Ceredigion, SY25 6AJ. 

Tel. 0 J 971 633065 

Mrs L.J.Farnficld, (WX) 

Schiehallion, Steepways, Hinclhcad, Surrey GU26 6PG 

Tel. 01483 403966 

Mr S.J.Haycs, (SE) 

Parrock Place, Parrock Lane, Coleman's Hatch, E.Sussex 

TN7 4HS. Tel. 01342 826404 

Mrs Helen Lyus, (WX) 

13 Manor Drive, Surbiton, Surrey KT5 3NE. 

Tel. 020 8399 4122 rlyus@care4frec.net 

Mr J.Petch, (SE) 

The Ring Time, Poundsbridge Lane, Pcnshurst, Kent TN 11 8AH. 

Tel. 0 I 892 87 11 81 johnpetch@btinternct.com 
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Mr A.Pugh-Thomas, (SW) 

Glcbe Court, West Monkton, Somerset, TA28QT 
Tel. 01 823 4 12224 spughthomas@,dial.pipcx.com 

Mrs B.Robson, (SW) 
Little Beside House, St Day, Cornwa ll TR 16 SPX. 

Tel. 01209 820061 robsonbee@aol.com 

Mr D.G.Smith, (NF) 
C harlton, Ashurst Bridge Road, Totton, Southampton, 

Hanis. SO40 7EA. 
Tel. 023 8087005 1 rioclara@btopcnworld.com 

Europe 
Mr L.S.Bevange r, (OS) 
N-7354 Yiggja. NORWAY. Laso-bc@online .no 

Ms Janne Koskinen, (OS) 

Soittajankatu 16, 11130 Ri ihima ki, FINLAND. 

North & South America 
Mr Mark Saner, (OS) 
15726 45 1st. Ave. se, North Bend WA, 98045 USA. 
lei. + I 206 224 3 113 scamsci@msn.com 

Australia & New Zealand 
The Secre ta ry. (OS) Australian Rhododendron Society 

(South Tasmania Branch), PO Box 80, Battery Point. Hobart, 

TASMA NIA 7004. 

Hydon Nurseries 
Specialist growers of Rhododendrons, 

Azaleas, Camellias & Magnolias. 

Fully revised catalogue tlOW available, price £2.00 inc. postage. 

We have a fille selection of dwarf atld large growillg rhododelldrolls, 
azaleas atld a COllsiderable co//ectioll of camellias. 

We export to Europe and are pleased to propagate rarities to order. 

Visitors are always welcome to our 25 acres of woodhmd all(/ tlursery. 

IO 

Opening Times: 

March to mid-June and late September to mid November -
Monday to Friday 8.30am to 5pm. Saturday 10am lo 5pm. 

(closed for lunch 12.45pm to 2pm). 

Other months. Monday lo Friday 8.30am to 4pm. Saturday 10am lo 1pm. 

Hydoll Nt1rseries, Clock 8am Lalle, 
Hydoll Heath, Nr. Godalming, St1rrey GU8 4AZ. 

Tel: 01483 860252 Fax: 01483 419937 

Mr G.F.Bailcy, (OS) Gore District Council, PO Box 8 Gore, 

9700 NEW ZEALAND. 
Tel. 64320 88892 

Mr Ross E.Musumeci, (OS) 
14 Eulda Street, Belmore, 2 192 NSW, AUSTRALIA. 
Tel. +61408 6222 19 meridian26 I 6@hotmail.com 

Mr Graham Smith, (OS) 
Director, Pukeiti Rhododendron Trust, 
2290Carrington Road, R.D.4, New Plymouth, 
NEW ZEALAND. puke iti(!°opukei ti.org.nz 

YOUR 2003-2004 SUBSCRIPTION IS DUE! 

T his year I am sending Subscription Renewal Forms only to 
those members who need to send us money. I r there is no 
Form and no envelope in your Bulletin, you do NOT have to 

take any action, as e ithe r you have already paid for this year, 
or you pay by Bankers Order/Standing Order and the 

subscription will au tomatically debited from your account on 

November 1st. 

Subscriptions arc remaining at the same level, £ 15 for UK 
and Europe and £ 17.50 for the rest of the world, for one 

more year. If there arc any proble ms, l can be contacted at 

ramster([t bigfoot.com. or tc l. ( 44) (0) 1428 644422, 

or fax ( 44) (0) 01428 658345 

Rhododendrons & Azaleas 
for the connoisseur 

/ 
LODER 
PLANTS 

OVER 800 
HYB RIDS & S PECIES 

RHODODENDRONS 

P LUS 

✓ 

200 FORMS OF EVERGREEN AZALEAS. 

150 FORMS OF DECIDUOUS AZALEAS 

LARGE COLLECTION OF SPECIMEN P LANTS 

MAIL O RDER. PLANT C ENTRE & EXPORT 

SEND 2 X 1 ST STAMPS FOR AVAILABILITY LIST 

W E ARE OPEN BY A PPO INTMENT O N LY FO R OUR 

UNDIV IDED AT r ENT I0 N & A DVIC E 

Tel: 01403 891412 Fax 891336 
MARKET G ARDEN , CYDER FARM,L0WER BEE DING, 

HORSHAM , W .SUSSEX RH 13 6PP. 
EMAIL LPRC MG@H0RTIC.C O M 

O N LINE ORDERING AT: 

www.RHoDODENDRoNS.coM 



Do keep an eye open for our publicity to sec what is planned 

in the various gardens featuring trails. Incidentally. if a ny 

membe rs have private gardens with Forrest collections, 

e ithe r species or hybrids and would be happy to ope n them 

for say a couple of clays, we would be Jelightcd to hear from 

you. It would be a valuable contribution to the project. 

George Forrest wrote many letters and his plant 

docume ntatio n was extensive but unlike Wilson o r Kingdon­

Ward he wrote no books describing his travels. H e died 

sudde nly in the fie ld in Yurman while out shoo ting and thus 

e njoyed no leisurely period of retirement in which to write. 

He perhaps as a result docs not feat ure in the public eye 

quite as prominently but he must surely rank with Wilson as 

o ur greatest collecto r in China. I hope o ur celebrations next 

year will prove to be some small tribute to his work and 

recognise the debt owed to him one hundred years o n by all 

those who enjoy his plants. 

In praise of the mulch 

Driving up to the midlands via the home counties in mid­

September, a lmost all the pasture was the same sere yellow as 

recently harvested cereal fie lds. Evaporation levels fo llowing 

record te mperatures and drying winds had been excessively 

high. It was claimed by Philip Eden in the Sunday Telegraph 

that evaporation rates in J unc in fo r example the Yale of York 

arc 65 times highe r tha n on a typical Ja nuary day. 

Evaporation rates, like rainfall arc measured in millimetres or 

inches a nd he went on to point o ut that in the Home Counties 

evaporatio n ranges from 2mm in December and January to 

just over 100mm in June and July. Even in a n average summer 

the moisture deficit is significant and after the recent pe riod 

of heal and drought it is damaging in the extreme. The 

evaporation of moisture from prolonged contact between 

moving warm dry air and bare soil can be rectified by 

irrigat ion but if for any reason this is not practicable, the n 

mulching is no longer optional, but essential. This season has 

convinced me that woody plant gardening in the south and 

cast without mulching cannot succeed. It is especially true of 

young o r recently installed plants. The diffe re nce in growth 

and appearance between the mulched plant insulated from 

excessive evaporation and its fe llow growing in baked, 

cracked bare earth is too painful lo contemplate ... 

EDITOR'S NOTES John Rawling 

The R. yakushimanum Trials at Wisley (Bulle tin 82) 

I have to advise membe rs that the dates for the Woody Plant 

Trials Sub-committee lo assess this Trial arc not yet fixed, but 

arc like ly to be during May 2004 - sec the March Bulletin. 

My sincere apologies to any member who was disappointed 

by be ing unable to join the Magnolia Society tour to New 

Zealand. The invitation was listed in the previous two issues, 

but unfortunate ly by the time the details we re published in 

the July issue, the tour was full. 

2 

Visiting New Zealand? 

Kathryn Millar, the President of the New Zealand 

Rhododendron Association is always pleased to hear from 

membe rs who are planning a visit to New Zealand. She ho lds 

a list of gardens to visit, both public and private ones, some 

of which you might not o therwise be able lo visit. The list is 

ava ilable by e-mail: wendrum@ paradise.nc t.nz 

Tony Weston writes: Erratum - The Garden (October) 

Due to my failure to vet the script of an a rticle in The Garden 

e ntitled '' Rhodode ndrons as nature in te nded'' by Tim 

Longvillc with sufficient care, those of you who read the 

article will have noticed an unfortunate e rror on page 776 

column 2, whe re the lode ri hybrids are sta ted to be derived 

from crosses between R.grzfjithian11111 and R.a11ric11/at11111 . 

Whereas, o f course, the latte r should have read R.fortunei. 

I still need your letters, reports from branches, articles etc, 

to keep the members up to date! So, please send me your 

copy for the March Bulletin by 21 st February 2004. Articles 

and Iette1·s ck. arc prct'cl-red by E-mail or on disc. 

Please send to: John Rawling, Hon Bulldin Editor, 

The Spinney, Station Road, Woldingham, Surrey, CR3 7DD. 

Tel. & Fax: 01883 653341 or E-mail: jr.eye@virgin.net. 

Can1ellias fro1n the purest 
white to the richest red 

CAMELLIA GROVE 
GOOD R ANGE OF HYBRIDS & SPECIES. 

A UT UM N A ND S PRING FLOWERING FORMS 

LARGE COLLECT ION OF SPECIMEN PLANTS 

MAIL ORDER, PLANT CENTRE & EXPORT 

S END 2 X 1 ST STAMPS FOR AVAILABILITY LIST 

WE ARE OPEN BY APPOINTMENT ONLY FOR OUR 

UNDIVIDED ATTENTION & ADVIC E. 

Tel: 01403 891143 Fax 891336 
MARKET GARDEN. CYDER FARM.L OWER SEEDING. 

H ORSHAM. W.SUSSEX RH 13 6PP. 

EMAIL: CGRCMG@HORTIC.COM 
ONLINE ORDERING AT 

WWW.CAMELLIA-GROVE.COM 



Date 

November 
Nov. 8th 

Nov. 15th 

Nov. 15th 

Nov. 22nd 

Nov.25/26th 

Nov.25/26th 

2004 
January 
Jan. 17th 

February 
Feb. 2 1st 

March 
Mar. 12th 

April 
Apr. 6th 

Apr. 617th 

Apr. 7th 

Apr. 25th-30th 

Apr. 17th/ 18th 

May 
May I st/2nd 

May 9th 

May 15th 

May 22nd 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS - 2003 - 2004 

Organiser/branch Event 

South East 

So uth West 

Wessex 

N.W./N.Wales 

Group 
RHS 

N.W./N.Walcs 

N.W./N.Wales 

Wessex 

Group 

RIIS 

Chris Franks. Head Gardener, on 
' Developments a t 1--Ieaslands' 

Autumn Meeting and Talk by Philip Evans 

Talk by David Milla is a t Wisley on the 
Rhododendron Nurseries of Germany 

Ness Garde ns: Talk by Ted Brabin on 
Autumn flowering Camellias 

Executive Committee 
Show: Autumn flowering Camellias 

Membe rs' slides - Camellias & Magnolias 

Peter & Patricia Cox - Plant collecting 
by the Salween R iver 

Mark Flanaga n o n Eastern Asia -
Pla nts, People & Places. 

AGM & Executive Committee 

Camellia Show & Competition 
George Forrest Centenary Seminar (for details, see page 4 ) 
Grou1> Tour to Scotland (sec 1>age 3 & 4) 
South East Bra nch Show at Borde Hill 

N.W./N.Wales 

Wessex 

N.W./N.Wales 

Wessex 

Bra nch Show at Ness Gardens 

Bra nch Show at Ramstcr 

Visits to members· gardens 

Visits to membe rs· gardens 

Contact 

Mike Robinson 0 1342 822745 

Miranda G unn 0 1428 644422 

Ted Brabin 0 151 353 1193 

Joey Warren 0 1822 854022 

Vincent Square 

Ted Brabin 0151 353 J 193 

Teel Bra bin 0 15 1 353 I 193 

Miranda Gunn 0 1428 644422 

Joey Warre n O 1822 854022 

Vincent Square 

Valerie Archibold O 1404 88 122 1 

Mike Robinson 0 1342 822745 

Teel Brabin 0 15 1 353 I I 93 

Miranda G unn 0 1428 644422 

Teel Brabin O 151 353 11 93 

Miranda G unn 01 428 644422 

The Peak District Branch visit to "Stoneywell". See page 9. 
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